 HDUOATIOXA.L PROGRESS IN I^DIA             "  [BOMBAY-
to all, which alone ensure the development of a race of  properly cultured   and social
creative citizens which was the true aim of all  education.                                     ;"   r
^Trying to find   out   the   true   genesis   or   inwardness of this Conference and the*
Students' movement, Dr. Mehta said that   some   superficial   people might believe that
it arose as a protest against the cutting result of   the   last matriculation examination,
wherein 17,000 out of 24,000 students' l<got   ploughed."    The   movement   was   to his
mind,.an attempt to adjust the relations   that   existed   between  the youthful student '
and his social environment.   The   idealism   of   students   and   the conditions of their
environments   were   not   fixed   quantities   and they   got modified from time to time
according to the changed   conditions,
In 1929 Youth Leagues were started in large numbers, leagues with perhaps
varying tinge of political ardour, most of them standing up for complete indepen-
dence or Purna Swaraj of India. Political colouring need not be an inevitable
characteristic of the Student movement, although in the rapidly changing atmosphere
of the country one could not see how one could keep altogether away from it. Indi-
viduals might have their own predictions in this matter but that need not guide the
students' movement.
The "Socialistic trend" said Dr. Mehta, "of the last two years was only a phase of
the new outlook. The students' movement as such need not be married to socialism
although how it can be avoided, if at all, is another matter. It is possible that the
imperialists as well as the anti-Imperialists will' try to woo the student world, and
in the Swayamwar you may exercise your right of selection unless you elect to
flirt with both parties."
"Now it is time to act. As the future citizens of this first city in India it is
your duty and privilege to lead the way in so organizing the students' movement
that every part of the presidency may have its centre or headquarters with a decent
set of rooms and possibly some arrangements for indoor and outdoor games. It
should be possible on some occasions for the students of all classes, boys and girls,
without distinction of class or creed, to meet for social purposes or for sports or to
dream of creating a new social order and plan methods of realising them."
The speaker then referred to the recent urnatric-slaughter" and the constitution
of the Bombay Senate" which is very antiquated, the political satrap of the province
being its dictator."
"Might it not be that many students prefer a purposeless, irresponsible existence ?
In their own homes is it not possible for them to resist early marriage, or to insist
on getting their sisters educated or to support inter-caste marriages, in short to fight
against all the conventional beliefs based on social inequalities, on differences of caste,
creed or prejudices and superstitions ? If one thousand students of your calibre were
prepared to raise the standard of social revolt, if they abolish in practice all social
inequalities and injustices, if Hindus, Muslims and Mahars lived in perfect comrade-
ship without any prejudices, you would change the face of this province."
Dr. Mehta deplored that classical education with an emphasis on literary training
with perverted history and anti-national outlook quite in keeping with obsolete con-
ventions or antiquated traditions still flourished in the Universities. The foremost duty
of a "University was thaft of developing the character of students and of making them
self-jespecting and self-reliant citizens ; but when attempts were made to do so by
teaching them to exercise their rights and agitate for their demands those^ attempts
were repressed and suppressed. The present system of examination was devised with
a view to find out how much a student did not know,and that was why a great
many students failed to pass the examinations. It was imperative that this system
should be immediately replaced by another which will give a reasonable guarantee of
a certain minimum standard of testing the efficiency and the attainment of the exa-
minees. The University needed to be reformed and reorganized in a manner that
would establish it on a more popular basis.
A new University Act should be passed which would include all those reforms
which,ivould also widen the objects of the University so as to include direct concern
about the life of the students after they had left the University. If education .was
ta comrwitMn the .reach of the majority, especially those staying in the villages,
its cost must be considerably reduced while primary education should be made free
compulsory.